
I hope this Discernment Newsletter proves useful on 

your path toward God. As always, we are here to accom-

pany you on the way.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director, Office of Vocations 

Archdiocese of Toronto 

“Will what God wills and your joy  

no man can take from you.”  
-Bishop Fulton Sheen 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

On the first of this month, we celebrated the feast day of St. 

Junipero Serra, the patron of vocations. May he be with us 

as our discernment continues!  

 

Our May 2019 Discernment Newsletter featured a book by 

Fr. Timothy Gallagher called Discerning the Will of God. In 

this issue, we share ideas from Edward Sri’s Into His Like-

ness, a popular paperback about discipleship—which is a 

necessary component for good vocational discernment.  

 

June was an exciting month as we partnered with the Office 

of Catholic Youth to launch Totus Tuus, an annual summer 

program for children and young adults. This Latin phrase 

meaning “totally yours” was St. Pope John Paul II’s apostol-

ic motto (borrowed from St. Louis de Monfort’s True Devo-

tion to Mary), and conveys a desire to give ourselves com-

pletely to Jesus through Mary.  

Discipleship in Discernment 
 

Good discernment is impossible outside life in Christ. 
How can we know God’s will for our lives if we don’t 
know God? Why would we entrust our lives to someone 
we don’t know? How can we make a total gift of our-
selves in love if we don’t spend time receiving love from 
its Source? The truth of the matter is that we don’t know 
the fullness of who we are until we know who we are in 
Christ. The most fulfilling relationship we can have with 
Him is in being His disciple, one who shares his life with 
Him, allowing himself to be transformed “into His like-
ness” (2 Corinthians 3:18).  

Inspired by this scripture passage, Edward Sri’s paper-
back on discipleship, titled Into His Likeness, begins with 
the Gospel story of Jesus asking Peter if he loves Him. 
Of course he does—but imperfectly; for he knows all too 
well that his love is lacking, having betrayed Him three 
times. Remarkably, this doesn’t  
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lead Jesus to look elsewhere for a first pope. He simply 
meets Peter where he is, in that sincere yet limited love 
that Peter has for Him. And this is where Our Lord meets 
us too, however reluctant or willing we may be to make 
Him the centre of our lives. We too can spend our days as 
Peter did, as disciples, allowing God’s perfect love to pen-
etrate even the darkest corners of our hearts.  
 
It is in the path of discipleship that we discover two reali-
ties: how truly loved we are, and at the same time, how 
deeply flawed we are. Sri outlines everyone’s struggle in 
the path of discipleship: a divided heart. We want to be 
close to God, yet we also want to be comfortable. We 
want to give Jesus our all, but we also want to cling to it, 
call it our own, and control everything. 
 
Sri identifies another common obstacle in the path to ho-
liness: confusing outward activities with inner renewal. 
We might think that if we’re going to Mass regularly and 
involved in parish ministry, we are being disciples. These 
are of course good things to do, and receiving the Sacra-
ments is necessary for intimacy with Our Saviour, but 
they are not alone sufficient for true discipleship. It is in 
the daily struggle to imitate Christ that our lives take on 
their deepest meaning, and that we can begin to know the 
fullness of who we are meant to be.  
 
On this path of imitating Jesus, we expose our sins and 
wounds to His love. We might have kept them to our-
selves until this point, believing falsely that our problems 
are too great or unimportant for God, but this is patently 
false. Is there not “more joy in Heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over 99 righteous persons who need no 

repentance” (Luke 15:7)? While humans might be will-
ing—albeit rarely—to die for a righteous person, God 
“proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-8). The good shepherd 
described in Ezekiel 34:11-16 proves that Our Lord loves 
to rescue us! Contrary to what we might think, His love is 
bigger than any of our sins or wounds. When we give 
Him a chance to love what we think is unlovable in us, we 
know this to be true.   
 
Sri’s book invites us to consider that God, “out of love, 
took the first step toward us and chose us for a mission 
only we can fulfill” (43). Knowing this, “we can move 
forward in confidence, entrusting ourselves more to him, 
to the mission put into our hands and to all the wonderful 
blessings he has in store for us” (43).  
 
What is the mission that only you can fulfill? The Office 
of Vocations is here to help you discover how Our Lord 
is calling you.  

Totus Tuus Summer Program 
Coming to a parish near you! In teams of four, 20 missionar-

ies facilitate week-long summer camps for youth in grades 

1-6 during the day, and for those in grades 7-12 during the 

evening. Check totustuustoronto.ca for more information.  

 

Camp dates: 

July 7-12 | July 14-19 | July 21-26 

July 28-August 2 | August 11-16 

Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
Great life decisions grow out of relationship with Jesus. 

If you are beginning to make important decisions in 

life, asking yourself, “Where am I going?” Made for 

Greatness is for you. Check out our website, made-

forgreatness.ca, for a parish or high school location 

near you. New groups are forming, starting in the fall. 

https://www.totustuustoronto.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/

