
But Christ is our Good Shepherd. He knows us 

better than we know ourselves and will always 

lead us to green pastures. The Office of Vocations 

is here to wade through these fears with you, and 

on the other side of these fears is greatness. Pope 

Benedict XVI said, “The world offers you comfort. 

But you were not made for comfort. You were 

made for greatness.”  
 

May this season of preparation bring the Saviour 

of our souls closer to all that you desire, casting 

out all fear with his perfect love (1 John 4:18).  
 

Yours Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director, Office of Vocations  

Archdiocese of Toronto 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Christ is coming! Advent is a wonderful season for 

discernment as it invites us to prepare our hearts 

for the coming of the Lord. The longing and antici-

pation we experience can fuel our desire to know 

more clearly where He is leading.  
 

And yet, knowing where God is leading doesn’t 

make it any less terrifying. Sometimes it seems eas-

ier not to know that exclusive self-gift He’s calling 

us to make—pondering multiple possibilities at 

least doesn’t close any doors.  
 

Our feature article this month addresses these 

fears. All particular vocations call us forth out of 

ourselves into a total gift of some kind: Holy Mar-

riage is a gift to one person only; Religious Life, 

Committed Single Life in Christ, and Priesthood are 

gifts to God and His people. No one else. This exclu-

sivity can be daunting.  

OVERCOMING 

FEARS OF THE 

PRIESTHOOD 
 

Perhaps  priesthood has  crossed your  mind,  but 
fear  pushes  the idea away:  fear  of  commitment,  
fear of ce l ibacy,  fear of  being unworthy. These 
fears  are very common, even  for  men who are 
a l ready in  seminary .  But  l i tera l ly  thousands  of 
men have had the same concerns  and then went 
on to become holy and effective priests. The first principle 
to remember is that God does not speak through fear. Fear 
is a tactic of the Enemy to keep  
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you from pursuing God’s will; it is like the bite of an animal 
that paralyzes its prey to keep it from moving. A man in fear 
will find it difficult to move toward God’s will. So how do you 
overcome it? Here are five ideas: 
 

1) Turn your fears into concerns. You may have legitimate 

concerns about celibacy or preaching—but that is not the same 

as being afraid. Rather than feeling fear, look at the require-

ments of priesthood objectively. It is true that priests need a 

certain level of self-possession for public speaking, and that 

many areas of one’s life call for change and improvement in the 

face of Holy Orders. But go about your discernment with a 

cool head, not a fearful heart, for “perfect love casts out all 

fear” (1 John 4:18). When Jesus called Peter (Lk 5:1-11) to dis-

cipleship, he said, “Leave me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” Je-

sus then assured him that there was nothing to fear in following 

him. Likewise, Jesus knows your difficulties and weaknesses. If 

you trust him and “cast your net into the deep,” all will be well.  

 

2) Reflect on God’s love. In his book To Save a Thousand 

Souls, Fr. Brett Brannen recommends this meditation when a 

man feels fearful: “God is infinite in power and he loves me 

infinitely. There is no snatching out of his hand. God will never 

send me where his grace cannot sustain me. If he asks me to do 

something difficult, he will give me the grace to do it. I will not 

fail because he is with me. And I will be happy because I am 

doing his will. Even if I lack some of the needed qualities, God 

will help me develop them. In his will lies my peace.”  

 

3) Entrust your fears to the Blessed Mother. Recall that af-

ter the angel told Mary to “fear not,” she readily accepted 

God’s will: “I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to 

me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Entrust your fears to 

her intercession, and she will calm your heart to find God’s will. 

 

4) Remember what seminary is for. From a purely practical 

perspective, it’s comforting to know that if God calls you to be 

a priest, ordination is still years away. Seminary offers a period 

of intensive formation to help a man address his concerns, 

grow in holiness, and prepare for an effective priestly ministry. 

No man enters seminary ready to be a priest! Who is ready for  

 

5) Look to Scripture for Consolation. If you have some fears 

concerning priesthood, know that you are not alone. Those 

prophets and apostles whom Jesus called in the Scriptures also 

had fears. See how God encouraged them: 

 I’m not holy enough: Isa 6:1-9; Lk 5:1-11 

 I’m afraid I will fail: Ex 14: 10-31; Lk 15 

 I’m a sinner: Jn 21:15-23; Mt 9:9-13; Lk 7:36-50 

 I’m too young: 1 Sam 3:1-18; 1 Sam 16:1-13; Jer 1:4-10; Lk 1:26-3 

 I’m not talented enough: 1 Sam 17:32-51; Lk 1: 26-38 

 I want to have a family: Gen 12:1-3; Mt 12:46-50; Mk 10:28-30 

 I want “the good life”: Mk 10:17-31; 1 Cor 2:9; Mt 13:44-46; Jn 

10:10; Mt 16:24-27 

 I’m afraid of making a permanent commitment: Ruth 1:15-17; 

Mt 28:16-20; 1Cor 12:5-10 

 I’m not smart enough: 2 Cor 4:7-18; Ex 4:10-17 

 I want to be happy: Ps 37:4; Mt 5: 1-12; Jn 10:10; Mk 10:28-31 

 

As Pope John Paul II reminded us so often throughout his 

pontificate: Be not afraid! Ask a priest you trust to help with 

your concerns. Remain faithful to daily prayer, trust in God, 

and your heart will be at peace, no matter what your vocation.  

V O C A T I O N S  P R O G R A M  

Made for Greatness:  
Men Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ 
Starting in parishes throughout the archdiocese in No-
vember, Made for Greatness is a program for men who 
want to deepen their personal encounter with Christ 
and listen to where he might be leading. Contact our 
office to find a group near you. Locations include:  

 Oshawa 
 Barrie 
 Ajax 
 Scarborough 
 Brampton 
 Richmond Hill 

 Mississauga 
 Markham 
 Toronto 

More resources on our website: 

www.vocationstoronto.ca  

Did you know? The Office of Vocations gives vocation presentations to university, youth 

ministry, parish, and high school audiences. Contact us for more information. 


