
As always, the Office of Vocations stands ready to 

walk with you on this path of discovery. Our dis-

cernment programs are multiplying: monthly 

Made for Greatness groups throughout the arch-

diocese, An Evening at the Seminary in February, 

and a Come & See Weekend in March. Check our 

website, vocationstoronto.ca, for details.  

 

Your Friend in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director, Office of Vocations  

Archdiocese of Toronto 
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What i s a Vocat ion Anyway?  
A vocation is a major part of God’s plan for our happiness. It’s a framework for making 
an exclusive gift of self. We might think we’re happiest by holding something back for 
ourselves, scattering our time, talent, and treasure among various 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Happy New Year! Perhaps 2019 will include a re-

newal of your vocation, in the form of vows or an 

interior rededication to that exclusive gift of self you 

made years ago. Or, if your vocation has yet to be 

revealed, perhaps 2019 will mark a milestone in 

your vocational discernment process. Whatever the 

case may be, a vocation is something to celebrate.  

 

Our feature article this month outlines the essen-

tials of a vocation, whether it’s Priesthood, Religious 

Life, Holy Marriage, or Committed Single Life in 

Christ. We Catholics are so fortunate to know that 

God designed a framework for our lives—knowledge 

we can share with 

the scattered—and 

that we can discover 

His design through 

the Sacraments, in  

prayer, and in con-

versation with His 

beloved children.   

Continued on back... 

https://www.vocationstoronto.ca


MARCH 15-17, 2019 
Come & See Weekend 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
 

For men in Grade 12* and older who are consider-

ing a possible call to Diocesan Priesthood. Week-

end live-in experience includes visits with seminari-

ans, individual prayer, shared meals, the Sacra-

ments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist, plus 

recreation with fellow men discerning. Register 

online at www.vocationstoronto.ca/comeandsee 

or contact us for more information.  
  

 *Men aged 17 require parental consent. 

   

  611 Manning Avenue 

  Toronto, ON  M6G 2W1 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

416-968-0997 

vocations@archtoronto.org 

                   Follow us         on social media. 

WHAT IS A VOCATION, ANYWAY? 
...Continued from front 

pleasures, but lived experience indicates otherwise, suggesting 
that giving ourselves completely brings our ultimate fulfilment.  
 

Fr. Brett Brannen, a diocesan priest in the U.S. who accompa-
nies individuals in their discernment journeys, says that one of 
the most common errors people make is becoming consumed 
with a search for perfect happiness on this earth. “Having a 
realistic expectation from the beginning about what this world 
can and cannot offer protects a person from supreme disap-
pointment and despair in later years,” he writes in his book To 
Save a Thousand Souls. 
 

So how to do we go about making a total gift of ourselves? 
Thankfully we don’t have to invent it; God designed it, along 
with the redemption of our souls, long ago. In fact, our voca-
tion is closely linked to our salvation. It is in the context of our 
particular state of life that we work out the sins and weaknesses 
which keep us from total communion with Jesus. Selfishness 
dies in the process of each day giving more to the other, whoever 
that may be in our vocation.  
 

“Every vocation is about helping other people get to heaven,” 
Brannen writes. It is useful then, to think of a vocation as the 
primary relationship that frames our exclusive gift to God and 
His Church. It is not the activities inherent to the vocation, 
which sometimes lead people to rule out a given state of life.  
 

No matter our particular vocation, all of God’s children are 
called to the universal vocation of holiness. Pope Francis’s ap-
ostolic exhortation, Gaudete et Exultate, is a fabulous primer ap-

plied to our contemporary lives. This call to become Christ-like 
saints finds its expression in living out the two greatest com-
mandments: to love God with every fibre of our beings, and to 
love our neighbours as ourselves. 
 

And yet, even holiness can be fine-tuned in the context of a 
particular vocation. It is in a permanent state of life that our 
desires for intimacy with God and His Creation can be satiated. 
Our secondary vocation then, is the particular one—the state of 
life God designed for us as a means of fulfilling our primary 
vocation. The Church recognizes four such states of life: Priest-
hood, Consecrated Religious Life, Holy Marriage, and Commit-
ted Single Life in Christ. 
  
God calls us individually, by name, to play a unique role in His 
divine plan. Out of His generosity, He lets us share in his work 
of salvation. A vocation provides the context for doing so.  
 
What we want for our lives can sometimes leave God, the au-
thor of our very nature, out of the picture. We fear that He will 
call us to a life of misery, and out of this mistrust, we keep mat-
ters in our own hands. Thankfully this is a lie, for Christ came 
that we may “have life, and have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10). The Old Testament confirms this: when we “delight in 
the Lord, He will give us the desires of our hearts” (Psalm 
37:4). We can safely conclude then, that God wants us to be 
happy—a life-giving kind of happiness that is deep and lasting.  

 
The Office of Vocations is here to help.  

Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
If you are beginning to make important decisions in life, 

asking yourself, “Where am I going?” Made for Great-

ness is for you. Check out our website, madeforgreat-

ness.ca, for a parish location near you.  

FEBRUARY 11, 2019 

An Evening at the Seminary 
Have you ever thought about becoming a priest? 

Spending an evening at the seminary offers discerners a 

glimpse into the place where priestly formation begins. 

The evening includes Holy Mass in the beautiful seminary 

chapel, dinner, a talk by the Director of Vocations Fr. 

Chris Lemieux, and a tour of the seminary.  

https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/comeandsee
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/

