
 
 
The Archdiocese of Toronto and the Office of Voca-
tions are excited to be celebrating the beginning of our 
focus on priestly ordinations with two Ordinandi 
Events (High School Day Event and the Ordinandi 
Dinner in the evening, both on March 5). We’re also 
hosting our next Come and See Weekend at the semi-
nary March 15-17, 2019. Our Made for Greatness dis-
cipleship/discernment groups continue throughout the 
archdiocese as well. Check out our website, 

www.vocationstoronto.ca/, for more information. 
 
As always, you are in my prayers as I wish you the very 
best for a fruitful beginning to the Lenten season. 
 

Your Friend in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 
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Celibacy: A Supernatural Gift 
“I’m very impatient with some of the pragmatic arguments for celibacy,” says Bishop Robert Barron (USA). “I’d rather see 
celibacy as a kind of irrational, over-the-top, poetic, symbolic expression of the soul in love.” That’s certainly a refreshing way 
to see it, and in the long run, perhaps the most satisfying. Since by numbers the call to family life is a more common vocation, 
living a celibate, chaste life goes beyond the ordinary. Celibacy is both a supernatural call and a supernatural gift; it is a way of 
being that we cannot live out on our own. We need our Saviour to dwell in us as only the Bridegroom of our souls can. Thank-
fully, this is His specialty.  

To Which Marriage Are You Called? 
Popular culture invented the myth that a person is either in a sexual, romantic relationship or they are isolated and alone. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. Throughout time and place in human history, community—more than intimate physical 
relationships—has played the central role in a person’s life.  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Lent is upon us! We are invited at this time to turn some 
of our attention inward—to our interior dispositions, our 
habits and their effects, our excesses and our neglects. 
We are also called to turn some of our attention out-
ward—to giving glory to God, to serving those He loves 
(everyone!), to bringing more goodness and kindness into 
the world. The world needs this, and our outward actions 
help deepen our interior peace. God seems to permit us 
to worship “other gods” for 10 months a year, but Lent 
is when He really desires to bring us back to Himself. We 
need this return to the Source of Life so we can be recre-
ated once again in His image.  
 
This month our feature article is on celibacy, a supernatu-
ral gift given to those called to celibate vocations. The 
article explores various aspects of this gift, and invites 
readers to see it as such. Too often, we reflect upon the 
“sacrifice” of celibacy but not as often on the “gift,” 
which is an important distinction. We see more of God 
in the “gift of celibacy,” whereas a focus on sacrifice can 
sometimes lead us to believe it’s more about ourselves. 
Enjoy the newsletter!   

Continued on back... 

https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/


MARCH 15-17, 2019 
Come & See Weekend 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 
 

For men in Grade 12* and older who are consider-

ing a possible call to Diocesan Priesthood. Week-

end live-in experience includes visits with seminari-

ans, individual prayer, shared meals, the Sacra-

ments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist, plus 

recreation with fellow men discerning. Register 

online at www.vocationstoronto.ca/comeandsee 

or contact us for more information.  
  

 *Men aged 17 require parental consent. 

   

  611 Manning Avenue 

  Toronto, ON  M6G 2W1 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

416-968-0997 

vocations@archtoronto.org 

                   Follow us         on social media. 

CELIBACY: A SUPERNATURAL GIFT 
...Continued from front 

Individualism has sadly eclipsed the vital role of community in 
much of contemporary society, yet along with friendship, it ful-
fills the most important component of human life that is uni-
versal to all vocations. If these are absent, celibacy presents a 
more daunting call, but the false dichotomy that you’re either 
married or lonely is patently incorrect—since in fact it is possi-
ble to be lonely in marriage, and not lonely outside of marriage. 
 

With that myth out of the way, let us turn to the “pragmatic 
arguments” for celibacy that Bishop Barron mentioned. In eve-
ry vocation, we are called to make a gift of ourselves to anoth-
er—whether that is to an individual or to the whole human 
family. The Church cares about sexuality because she cares 
about love; she cares whether people get hurt and used rather 
than treasured and adored. Therefore, chastity is integral to the 
universal call to holiness as well as to every vocation.  
 

A Kind of Chastity 
Celibate chastity is just that: a kind of chastity, a purity of heart 
and mind that leads one to conduct his or her body accordingly. 
The sexual urge is a powerful drive in a person, so disciplining 
it can go against one’s natural desires—and lead us closer to 
God. If we ask, God will lavish us with graces to live a chaste 
life; when we in turn use those graces to make chaste choices, 
we grow in chastity and it becomes a habitual orientation to life.  
  
“Celibacy isn’t about repressing your sexuality,” writes Fr. Brett 
Brannen in his guide to discerning priesthood, To Save a Thou-
sand Souls. “Rather, it’s about giving up loving and serving a sin-
gle [person], one’s [spouse], in order to love and serve all peo-

ple.” For some, loving everyone is easier than loving one per-
son. To forego a family is to pattern one’s life after Our Saviour 
who, in fulfilling his Father’s will, gave himself to all of humani-
ty. (As if his death wasn’t devastating enough to his mother, 
imagine if he had left a young family behind!) Christ’s celibacy 
allowed him to give himself to us all, and some of us are invited 
to share in this wide-reaching love.  
 

Biblical Foundations  
Scripture actually recommends celibacy as a state of life, for it 
allows a person to focus more completely on his or her spiritual 
life, free from the earthly distractions of providing for a family: 
“Do not seek marriage…those who marry will have worldly 
troubles, and I would spare you that. The unmarried man is 
anxious about the affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; 
but the married man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to 
please his wife, and his interests are divided” (1 Corinthians 
7:27-34). Furthermore, scripture promises great rewards to 
those who choose celibacy: “Everyone who has given up hous-
es or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands 
for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times more, and 
will inherit eternal life” (Matthew 19:29). Finally, scripture out-
lines the various reasons people are called to celibacy: “Some 
are incapable of marriage because they were born so; some be-
cause they were made so by others; some, because they have 
renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever can accept this ought to accept it” (Matthew 19:12). 
To summarize scripture, celibacy is a good thing.  
 

The Office of Vocations is here to help.  

Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
If you are beginning to make important decisions in life, 

asking yourself, “Where am I going?” Made for Great-

ness is for you. Check out our website, madeforgreat-

ness.ca, for a parish location near you.  

May 2019 

Archdiocese of Toronto 

Priestly Ordination Events 
May 3: Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations 

May 10: Ordination Prayer Vigil, St. Michael’s Cathedral 

May 11: Priestly Ordinations, St. Michael’s Cathedral 

https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/comeandsee
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/

