
 
 

landish idea to me at the time. We can see now 

that it didn’t stay that way!  
 

Wherever the path of discernment finds you this 

month, may God’s love carry you into an ever 

fuller life with Him. The Office of Vocations is 

here to help.  
 

Your friend in Christ, 

 

 

 
 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director of Vocations  

Archdiocese of Toronto 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

I hope the October edition of our Discernment 

Newsletter finds your autumn season off to a won-

derful start. For some, this time of year prompts a 

more reflective state of mind, an invitation to con-

sider where God’s love has led so far, and where He 

might be leading in the year ahead. 
 

Our feature article this month is about the vocation 

of priesthood, offering five indicators that God 

might be calling a man to bring Jesus to His people. 

Yet, the article can be edifying for anyone discern-

ing. Has God placed in your heart a desire for a spe-

cific vocation? Do you want to live a life of virtue 

and prayer? Have others mentioned they could see 

you as a parent, member of a religious community, 

or priest? 
 

When I was in the process of 

entering the Catholic Church, 

my pastor planted a seed. “You 

should think about becoming a 

priest,” he said. It was an out- 
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How do I know if 

God is calling me? 
 

If you’ve ever thought  

about being a priest,  

these qualities may be  

clues to a future 

priestly vocation. 

Continued on back... 

 
S IGNS OF A  

PRIESTLY   

VOCATION 



NOVEMBER 2-4, 2018 
Come & See Weekend 

For men in Grade 12* and older who are consider-

ing a possible call to the Diocesan Priesthood. 

Weekend live-in experience includes visits with 

seminarians, individual prayer, shared meals, the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist, 

plus recreation with fellow men discerning. Register 

online at www.vocationstoronto.ca/comeandsee 

or contact us for more information.  
  

 *Men aged 17 require parental consent. 

   

  611 Manning Avenue 

  Toronto, ON  M6G 2W1 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

416-968-0997 

vocations@archtoronto.org 

                   Follow us         on social media. 

SIGNS OF A PRIESTLY VOCATION 
...Continued from front 

1. God has placed in your heart a desire to be a priest. 
If Jesus has placed a desire in your heart for priest-
hood,  no matter what your age , don’t ignore it. Talk to a 
priest you admire about how you feel. 
 
2. You have a deep love for Christ and His Church. 
A priest functions in persona Christi capitas—in the person 
of Christ, head of the Church. Thus a man who wants to 
be a priest must love Jesus Christ above all else.  And like 
Jesus, he should have a deep love for the Church, the 
Bride of Christ. In general, a man who is called to be a 
priest will find himself drawn to Church teachings and “all 
things Catholic.” 
 
3. Other people have mentioned that you would be a 
good priest.  
Often other people will notice a “priest’s heart” in a young 
man and say to him, “Have you ever thought about being 
a priest? I think you’d make a good one.”  
In fact, many men report that they grew tired of people 
making such comments—but that the encouragement 
eventually led them to seminary! 
 
4. You desire to live a life of virtue and prayer. 
Pope Benedict spoke about what people expect of their 
priests. To paraphrase, he said that people do not expect 

priests to be experts in anything but the spiritual life. 
Thus, a good candidate for priesthood attends Mass, prays 
frequently, receives the sacrament of Confession, serves 
others, and strives to grow spiritually. 
 
5. You want to help others grow closer to Christ. 
A priest brings Jesus to people and people to Jesus.  For 
this reason, a man who wants to be a priest must have a 
deep concern for the people of God.  He wants to help 
them grow in holiness; he wants to teach them the truths 
of the faith; he wants to minster to them during the trials 
of life.  The vocation of priesthood is about leading others 
to heaven.  
 

If you’ve thought about the possibility of priesthood, but 
don’t yet have all these signs and qualities, don’t despair! 
All people must strive for holiness. Future priests go 
through a long and intensive formation period, precisely 
to help them grow in virtue and be effective in their minis-
try. If you’re interested in priesthood, talk to the Vocation 
Director about the signs above. He can help you further 
discern your vocation. And remember—true happiness 
and peace depend on following God’s perfect will for your 
life. If God wants you to be a priest, trust in his grace to 
lead you. 
 

           The Office of Vocations is here to help. 

Made for Greatness: Men Striving to be 

Holy Disciples of Christ 
Starting in parishes throughout the archdiocese in No-

vember, Made for Greatness is a discernment program 

for men who are beginning to make important decisions 

in life, asking themselves, “Where am I going?” Contact 

our office to find a group near you. Locations include:  

 Oshawa 

 Barrie 

 Ajax 

 Scarborough 

 Brampton 

 Richmond Hill 

 Mississauga 

 Markham 

 Toronto  

 More resources  

on our website: 

www.vocationstoronto.ca  


