
The Office of Vocations is excited to share a number of 

upcoming events with you:  

 the Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations on May 

3;  

 the Ordination Prayer Vigil May 10;   

 and on May 11, the Cardinal’s Breakfast followed by 

the 2019 Archdiocesan Ordination to the Holy Priest-

hood.  

 

Details of each event (except the Cardinal’s Breakfast—ask 

your parish office) are on our website as well as the back of 

this newsletter. We hope to see you soon. 

  

Yours in Christ, 

  

  

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director, Office of Vocations  

Archdiocese of Toronto 
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7. Why can’t priests get married? That must be very difficult. 

Catholic priests in the Roman Rite do not get married so as to dedicate themselves completely to Jesus and to His people. 
Priests generate “spiritual children” by bringing many souls to Christ and helping them to grow in holiness so that they can one 
day live forever in Heaven. The sacrifice of celibacy (not getting married) is a sign to the world that only Jesus can give us the 
happiness that we all so crave. Giving up something as important as marriage and family is a powerful sign to the world that 
Jesus Christ is real! He is worth living for and sacrificing for. No, it is not easy, but neither is marriage. The fact is, every voca-
tion requires great personal sacrifice. And there is great joy in sacrifice when it is done for Jesus and 
for others!  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

What a glorious season it is in the Church! This calendar 

month we continue our Lenten journey, allowing the Lord to 

pour His light into the darkest corners of our hearts.  

  

How is the Lord working on you this season? What are the 

dark corners of your heart that He is entering with His Grace 

and Glory? He does it better than we can, so I hope you’re 

giving Him free reign in those areas most in need of His love.  

  

I was reminded recently of the power of our “yes” to God. In 

the context of his vocation story, a seminarian shared that no 

matter how much money he made or the nature of the work 

he performed prior to embracing his true vocation, it fell 

short. It wasn’t until he said “yes” to God that he found a 

peace and a joy he didn’t know existed. Imagine the peace and 

joy we forego if we insist on calling all the shots! In addition 

to peace and joy—no small matters—giving God the lead in 

life is also one heck of an adventure.  

  

God has a dream for your life too, a dream overflowing with 

peace, joy, and adventure. Will you give Him a try?  

  

Continued on back... 



FRIDAY, MAY 3, 2019 |All Day 
Archdiocesan  
Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Pray for vocations! Check your parish for events and our 

website, www.vocationstoronto.ca, for three intentions. 

   

  611 Manning Avenue 

  Toronto, ON  M6G 2W1 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

416-968-0997 

vocations@archtoronto.org 

                   Follow us         on social media. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON THE PRIESTHOOD, PART II 
...Continued from front 

As one priest said: “It is true that no one will ever call me 
‘daddy.’ But thousands call me ‘Father.’” 
 

8. Will I be lonely if I become a priest? 
 

Loneliness is part of every vocation, at one time or another. It 
is part of the human condition. Married people get lonely at 
times, even though they are surrounded by their spouses and 
children. Likewise, priests are always surrounded by people. 
This is one of the joys of being a priest. We are involved with 
people at the most profound moments of their lives: birth, Bap-
tism, Confirmation, First Communion, Marriage, and death. We 
don’t have enough time to experience loneliness often! But 
when we do experience loneliness, Jesus can fill that void, as He 
does for people in every vocation. 
 

9. Do priests get paid? 
 

Because a priest does not have a family and because he lives a 
simple life, he does not need a lot of money. However, priests 
do receive enough money to buy their necessities, to buy and 
maintain a vehicle, to take a vacation, and to do normal recrea-
tional activities. Also, priests are given free room and board by 
the church for which they work, so their expenses are minimal. 
 

10. Can priests do anything they want for recreation and fun? 

A diocesan priest can do anything he wants for recreation as 
long as it is consistent with the Christian life. Many priests play 
golf, basketball, scuba dive, and do other sports. Others enjoy 

movies, plays, and reading. Some like to hunt and fish. The in-
terests of priests are as varied as those of the general public. 
 

11. If I am attracted to the priesthood, does that mean God 
is calling me to be a priest? 
 

Possibly, but not necessarily. A man must pray a great deal, lis-
tening with both heart and soul to know what God wants him 
to do. But if you feel some attraction at this point, continue to 
pray, go to Mass, and live a Christian life. If you are doing these 
things, Jesus will let you know when the time comes. Also, talk 
with your parish priest or with the vocation director, who can 
help you determine if God is calling you to the priesthood. At-
tend diocesan-sponsored retreats and discernment events.  
 

12. I’m not all that “holy.” Can I still be a priest if I’m not 
very holy? 
 

Holiness (to be like Jesus) is a lifetime endeavor for every per-
son in every vocation. Don’t worry if you don’t see yourself as 
very holy right now. God will form you slowly, day by day and 
week by week, so that you will be ready to be His instrument 
when the time comes. For now, use the Sacrament of Reconcili-
ation at least once a month. Repent of your sins, receive the 
Eucharist, and pray every day. You will be surprised at how 
Christ-like you can become! 
 

 
The Office of Vocations is here to help.  

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019 |10am 

Ordination to the Holy Priesthood 
Witness the Rite of Ordination as four transitional dea-

cons become priests for the Archdiocese of Toronto. This 

Sacrament of Holy Orders takes place at St. Michael's 

Cathedral Basilica, and is open to the public. 

FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2019 | 6pm-Midnight 

Ordination Prayer Vigil 

Join us in prayer as we lift up the men who will be or-

dained priests for the Archdiocese of Toronto. As this 

event is open to the public, we invite you to stop by St. 

Michael's Cathedral Basilica during the hours above.  
Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
Great life decisions grow out of relationship with Jesus. If 

you are beginning to make important decisions in life, 

asking yourself, “Where am I going?” Made for Great-

ness is for you. Check out our website, madeforgreat-

ness.ca, for a parish or high school location near you.  
 

https://www.vocationstoronto.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/

