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Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations  
(continued from page 1) 

 For the right discernment of 

vocations still unfolding; 

 For endurance in committed 

vocations; and  

 For an increase in vocations to 

priesthood, religious and conse-

crated life.  
 

As fruitful as this day was, praying 

for vocations is not confined to an 

annual event. Without the life-

giving water of regular prayer, vo-

cations can neither be born nor 

sustained. For those who already 

pray daily for vocations, and for 

those who would like to, we’ve es-

tablished the St. Joseph Vocation 

Society.  

St. Joseph Vocation Society  

One thing is clear about vocations: 

prayer is their bedrock. Emphasizing 

this reality shapes the culture of our 

archdiocese and leads to an increase 

in vocations to priesthood, religious 

life, committed single life in Christ, 

and holy, healthy marriages. The Of-

fice of Vocations formally invites you 

to keep these intentions in your daily 

prayer life by joining the St. Joseph 

Vocation Society. In gratitude for your 

devotion, Fr. Chris will remember you 

in a monthly Mass celebrated on your 

behalf. Prayers and registration—

with no meetings or dues required—

are available on our website: 

www.vocationstoronto.ca.  

Totus Tuus 

Summer Youth Program 
 

Each year the Office of Vocations 

and the Office of Catholic Youth col-

laborate to hire 20 young Catholic 

leaders who are seriously discerning 

God's calling in their lives. After a 

month of training and formation, these 

leaders are sent out to serve as mis-

sionaries in parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese of Toronto. In teams of 

four, they facilitate week-long summer 

camps for youth in grades 1-6 during 

the day, and for those in grades 7-12 

during the evening. Find a camp near 

you! Visit www.totustuustoronto.ca. 

Coming Soon 
 

An Evening at 

the Seminary 
 

Hiking Retreat 
 

Discernment  

Retreat 
 

Come & See 

Weekend 
 

Called by Name 

Discernment resources  

available on our website:  
www.vocationstoronto.ca. 

Upcoming Vocation Events & Programs 

Follow us on social media. 
 

 
 

/VocationsTO 

/VocationsToronto 

Read Fr. Chris Lemieux’s blog. 
http://FatherLemieux.com  

 

Made for Greatness: Becom-

ing Holy Disciples of Christ 
Offered in parishes throughout the archdi-

ocese, Made for Greatness is a program 

for men who want to deepen their person-

al encounter with Jesus and listen to 

where he might be leading. Visit 

www.madeforgreatness.ca or contact 

us to find a group near you. Locations 

include : 

“The world offers you comfort. But you were 

not made for comfort. You were made for 

greatness.” -Pope Benedict XVI 

 Oshawa 

 Barrie 

 Scarborough 

 North York 

 Markham  

Toronto

From the  

Director’s Desk 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Welcome back to Vocations Toronto Today, 

a newsletter published three times a year 

by the Office of Vocations in the Archdio-

cese of Toronto. In this issue, we’re pleased 

to share the busy spring we’ve had celebrat-

ing new vocations and supporting those still 

unfolding.  

 

Two of our spring discernment events, An 

Evening at the Seminary and a Come & See 

Weekend, were well-attended by a number 

of fine men discerning their vocations. 

Thereafter, vocation season was underway 

with the events described in our feature 

articles: 

 

The Serra Club hosted another impressive 

Ordinandi Dinner and Youth Event on 

March 5. Two months later, on May 5, the 

Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations 

was a great success, with parishes through-

out the archdiocese highlighting vocations 

in their regular First Friday celebrations. 

The Ordination Prayer Vigil on May 10 

drew 200 people to St. Michael’s Cathedral 

Basilica, praying for our four transitional 

deacons ordained the next day as archdioce-

san priests. The Cardinal’s Breakfast pre-

ceded the ordination, well-attended and full 

of excitement, as His Eminence announced 

the ordinandi’s first pastoral assignments.  

 

As you can see from this list of events, it 

takes a community to nurture vocations. 

Your prayers, openness to the will of God, 

and living example of faith play a crucial 

role in the increase and endurance of all 

vocations—not only the priesthood, but also 

marriage, religious life, and committed sin-

gle life in Christ.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director,  

Office of Vocations 

Archdiocese of  

Toronto 

 

 

Office of Vocations 
Archdiocese of Toronto 

611 Manning Avenue 

Toronto, ON    M6G 2W1 
 

T: 416-968-0997 

F: 416-968-1227 
 

vocations@archtoronto.org 

www.vocationstoronto.ca  
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Archdiocesan Day of 
Prayer for Vocations 

 
Three years ago, stemming from the sugges-

tion of many pastors, we began our own 

Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations. 

Many felt that the World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations, while important, was being 

eclipsed by equally if not more important 

celebrations of the Sacraments of First Com-

munion and Confirmation, so parishes were 

not able to effectively promote vocations at 

that time. For this reason, Cardinal Collins 

invites us to pray for vocations on the First 

Friday of May each year.  

 

Parishes in every region of our expansive 

Catholic community incorporated vocations 

into their First Friday activities on May 3, 

this year’s Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for 

Vocations. Countless individuals lifted up 

prayers on this day too.  We were united in 

three intentions:               
(continued on page 4) 
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Ordination Prayer Vigil 
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On Friday, May 10, the Office of Vocations hosted an 

Ordination Prayer Vigil at St. Michael’s Cathedral Ba-

silica in Toronto. The evening began with Holy Mass 

celebrated by Fr. Chris Lemieux, the Director of the 

Office of Vocations for the Archdiocese of Toronto. Fol-

lowing Mass, the Blessed Sacrament was exposed for 

adoration. For six hours, between 6:00pm and mid-

night, over 200 people gathered to pray and keep vigil 

for this year’s Ordinandi. The evening also featured 

periods of reflective music and short reflections given 

by Thomas Cardinal Collins (Archbishop of Toronto), 

Fr. Tomasz Skibinski (Rector of Redemptoris Mater 

Missionary Seminary), and Adam Pantaleo 

(Seminarian, Archdiocese of Toronto). These reflections 

stressed the importance of praying for vocations, the 

role of seminary formation, and the significance of 

prayer in one’s discernment. Also in attendance were 

many seminarians from St. Augustine’s Seminary and 

Redemptoris Mater Mission Seminary. The evening 

concluded with Solemn Benediction. 

 

Traditionally, a soon-to-be priest spends the night be-

fore his ordination in prayer, fasting, and meditation. 

This prayer vigil, an initiative first established by the 

Office of Vocations in 2015, helps to preserve this at-

mosphere of prayer for the men being ordained. It also 

provides a great opportunity for the people of God to 

gather as a local Church to pray for the Ordinandi and 

for vocations. Many priests, seminarians, and lay peo-

ple have attributed prayer vigils such as this one to an 

increase in vocations to the priesthood, religious life, 

and marriage. 

Fr. Tomasz Skibinski, Rector of Redemptoris Mater  

Missionary Seminary, speaks about priestly formation  

at the Ordination Prayer Vigil on May 10.  

Ordinandi Dinner and Youth Event 

 Imagine hosting a dinner party for 1,700 guests, and a 

luncheon for 800…on the same day! The Serra Club 

does this every year to 

launch “vocation season,” as 

we affectionately call it, 

with their Ordinandi Din-

ner and Youth Event. Just 

under 750 students from 

Catholic high schools 

throughout the archdiocese 

attended the day event, 

which allowed them to hear 

the vocation stories of soon-

to-be-ordained priests and a 

vowed religious sister. They 

also had the opportunity to 

ask questions of these key-

note speakers via post-it 

notes on all four walls of the 

venue. Energy remained 

high with a praise and wor-

ship band (featuring a for-

mer Totus Tuus missionary!) 

playing throughout the day. 

As the students loaded into 

buses heading back to their schools, the banquet hall 

transformed into an evening venue fit for double the 

numbers. His Eminence 

Cardinal Collins, along 

with three Auxiliary 

Bishops of Toronto, 

were among the special 

guests. Nine ordinandi 

formed at St. Au-

gustine’s Seminary and 

Redemptoris Mater 

Missionary Seminary 

lined the head table, 

looking out over the 

sold-out crowd, who had 

the pleasure of hearing 

a portion of their voca-

tion stories. What an 

exciting way to build 

momentum for the ordi-

nations!  

Sr. Teresa Joseph of the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate  

answers a question submitted by students at the  

Ordinandi Youth Event March 5. The 2019 Ordinandi look on. 

The Office of Vocations is  

supported in part by ShareLife.  

Adam Pantaleo’s summer placement  

in the Office of Vocations allows him to  

be part of the Totus Tuus team  

for a third year.  

I first attended the Cardinal’s 

Breakfast in 2014, when I was still a 

chemistry student at the University 

of Toronto. I did not know most of 

the people there, and the idea of the 

priesthood was only very faintly on 

my mind at the time. Despite my 

shyness and uncertainty, I still re-

member that day very well. My 

fondest memory is of Cardinal Col-

lins putting on his liturgical vest-

ments one-by-one and explaining 

the significance of each item to the 

priesthood and the rite of ordina-

tion. 

 

Five years later, I attended the Car-

dinal’s Breakfast again as part of 

my summer placement at the Office 

of Vocations. This time, I knew 

many people at the Breakfast, and 

the priesthood is now very much on 

my mind as I continue my discern-

ment and formation as a seminarian 

for the Archdiocese of Toronto. But 

one thing did not change: once 

again, I watched Cardinal Collins 

don his vestments and explain their 

significance! 

 

Over 200 people were in attendance, 

mostly young men who came along 

with their parish priests. In addition 

to witnessing the Cardinal’s vest-

ment “performance”, these young 

men had the opportunity to converse 

with priests and seminarians and 

learn more about the priesthood, all 

while enjoying a delicious hot break-

fast. Another highlight of the morn-

ing was when the four Ordinandi, 

who were in attendance, received 

their first parish assignments from 

Cardinal Collins. 

 

Five years ago, this event played an 

important role in my discernment. 

Now, five years later, I was 

able to help organize this same 

event. My encounter with the 

Cardinal’s Breakfast came full 

circle! I pray that this im-

portant event may inspire many 

young men to consider a call to the 

priesthood, just as it inspired me. 
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Cardinal’s Breakfast 
By Adam Pantaleo 

2019 Ordination to the Priesthood 

The second Saturday of May is always a significant day 

in the Archdiocese of Toronto. On this day, thousands 

of people gather at St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica to 

celebrate the ordination of new priests for service in the 

Archdiocese. This year, four men from the Redemptoris 

Mater Missionary Seminary were ordained to the 

priesthood by Thomas Cardinal Collins: Fr. Renan Rob-

erto Costa, Fr. Edu-

ardo de Oliveira 

Paixão, Fr. João Gil-

berto Veras Ferreira, 

and Fr. Mauricio Gilo 

Sanjines Calatayud. 

Frs. Renan, Eduardo, 

and João are origi-

nally from Brazil, 

and Fr. Mauricio is 

originally from Boliv-

ia. After taking a 

leap of faith to come 

to Canada, each priest 

completed many years 

of seminary formation 

in Toronto. They will now spend their priesthood serv-

ing the people of the Archdiocese of Toronto. 

 

In attendance at the Mass of Ordination were the fami-

ly and friends of the Ordinandi, seminarians from both 

St. Augustine’s and Redemptoris Mater seminaries, 

and many priests from the Archdiocese of Toronto and 

neighboring dioceses. Also in attendance were Fr. Greg-

ory Merkley, Fr. John Schnurr, and Fr. Vivek Trin-

dade, who were ordained priests for the Diocese of 

Hamilton just one week earlier. Although some family 

members of the Ordinandi were unable to attend, they 

were still able to witness the ordination: the Mass was 

livestreamed to Brazil and 

Bolivia, with simultaneous 

translation into Spanish and 

Portuguese! 

 

For their class motto, the 

Ordinandi chose the verse “I 

have chosen you out of the 

world” (John 15:9), which 

describes the manner in 

which God called each of 

them. Before entering the 

seminary, these men lived 

successful and purposeful 

lives – one was a university 

student, one worked in fi-

nance, one was a missionary, and one played semi-

professional soccer – yet each felt that God had bigger 

plans for his life. These newly ordained priests are ea-

ger to serve the Archdiocese of Toronto and will begin 

their first parish assignments at the end of June. 

L to R: Frs. Eduardo, Mauricio, Renan, and João enter the  

Cathedral as deacons on the morning of May 11.  

Two hours later, they emerged as priests.  


