
archdiocese. For locations, registration, and further 
information, check out our website: madeforgreat-
ness.ca.   
  
It’s a blessing to provide avenues for discerners to 
learn about the different vocations and explore where 
the Lord might be leading them. As always, we stand 
ready to help as your vocation unfolds.  
 
Yours in Christ,  

 
 
 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 
Director, Office of Vocations 
Archdiocese of Toronto 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I hope this finds you well.  
 
The Office of Vocations is especially blessed at this time 
with several programs and events running. Our October 
7th Evening at the Seminary was a great success with 23 
men taking time to learn more about diocesan priest-
hood. On October 19th, 14 discerning men joined my 
staff, seminarians and I for a Hiking Retreat at Forks of 
the Credit Provincial Park.  
  
Looking ahead, we’re offering men in the Archdiocese of 
Toronto another opportunity to learn about diocesan 
priesthood through our Come and See Weekend taking 
place at St. Augustine’s Seminary November 1-3. Our 
discipleship program, Made for Greatness, continues this 
year in select parishes and high schools throughout the 

In every area of life, we are influenced by different 
voices. Our tradition’s wisdom on discernment has 
outlined the four voices we encounter in the process 
of navigating life: the Lord’s, our own, the world’s, 
and the devil’s. The first is often the quietest, requiring 
the greatest measure of care on our part. The other 
three can often cloud what it is the Lord is saying, 
though each plays an important role in discernment.  
 
THE VOICE OF THE LORD 
God can speak loudly if He wants—look at the book 
of Exodus, Ezekiel, Numbers, Genesis, and Samuel to 
name a few—but He often speaks in a still, small voice 
(1 Kings 19:12), particularly when it comes to voca-
tion. Why? Because vocation is 
an invitation, not a command.  

The Four Voices in Discernment 

Continued on back... 

https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
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THE FOUR VOICES IN DISCERNMENT 
...Continued from front 

With a large degree of confidence, we can trust it is the 
Lord’s voice we’re hearing if: 
 we’re devoting regular time every day to hearing Him. 
 we’re feeling a sense of confidence, love, and peace. 
 we’re encouraged to desire goodness, hate evil, love 

others, and repent when we sin. 
 

The Lord tells us what we need to hear at a given time. 
We would be overwhelmed if God revealed everything 
about our futures all at once. Daily life is the way our God 
has chosen for us to grow in Him and with Him. Over 
time, we can begin to hear His voice above others.  
 

OUR OWN VOICE 
Our own voice can be heard in the deepest desires of our 
hearts. Part of growing up is becoming aware of who we 
are and what we desire. Then we get to be responsible for 
those desires: acting on those that are in alignment with 
God’s will, and refining those that are not. The fallen 
parts of ourselves can be vulnerable spots in our discern-
ment process, leading us to exaggerate fear and doubt. So, 
our voice can always benefit from deeper conversion.  
 

Your truest self holds desires that are in harmony with 
what He desires for you. One way to become aware of 
your own voice is to notice what you think about when 
your mind is free. When you have a moment to yourself, 
what do you think about? Is there something that comes 
to mind often or even constantly? Ask God about 
them—whether they are from Him and what they mean.  
 
THE VOICE OF THE WORLD 
The world is Satan’s dominion (John 12:31 and 2 Corin-

thians 4:4), so we should expect to hear more lies than 
truth from it. The voice of the world tells us to put our 
trust in things: power, people, possessions and prestige. 
These messages are designed to lure us away from Heav-
en and the Lord’s plan for our lives. They are not there to 
make us happy.  
 

THE VOICE OF THE EVIL ONE 
This voice is always trying to lead us away from Jesus and 
keep us in slavery to our lower nature, to doubt, fear, and 
sinfulness. It is the voice that says, “I know better than 
God” and gets us to believe that we are self-sufficient. 
Because the devil is cunning, he will wrap evil in an ap-
pealing package. For instance, if he can distract us with a 
temptation of some kind—perhaps looking good in the 
eyes of others—we’ll find ourselves doing a good deed 
for entirely selfish reasons. While the deed itself isn’t 
wrong, it may not be the work that God wants us to do.  
 

When we listen to the voice of the one in whose image we 
were not made, we’ll find ourselves:  
 turning away from God, His Church, or His people. 
 taking actions that are in direct odds with God. 
 left feeling sadness, discontent, or hopelessness. 
Always remember that the devil is a liar who wants to 
bring about our downfall, not our lasting joy. 
 

Deciphering whose voice is whose is part of the discern-
ment process! Carve out time to listen to God and your 
truest self. Surround yourself with people who want to do 
God’s will. When it’s time for confession, be consistent 
with a regular confessor who can help you distinguish the 
four voices. The Office of Vocations is here to help.  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

NOVEMBER 1-3, 2019 
Come & See Weekend 
St. Augustine’s Seminary 

For men in Grade 12* and older who are 

considering a possible call to Diocesan 

Priesthood. Registration and more online at 

vocationstoronto.ca/programs.  
  *Men aged 17 require parental consent. 

Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
Great life decisions grow out of relationship with Jesus. If you are 

beginning to make important decisions in life, asking yourself, 

“Where am I going?” Made for Greatness is for you. Check out 

our website, madeforgreatness.ca, for a parish or high school 

location near you. New groups are forming, starting this month. 
 

“The world offers you comfort, but you were not made for comfort.  

You were made for greatness.” -Pope Benedict XVI 

www.vocationstoronto.ca | Follow us   on social media.  
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