
vocation, we have the distinct privilege of being a spir-

itual father to thousands of souls. I’m happy to say that 

there is never a dull moment in my own vocation, each 

day is different, and I’m extremely fulfilled as a priest. I 

pray this article answers some questions you might have, 

and that you’ll contact us if we can answer more.  

 

All the best to you in your discernment this month!  

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Director, Office of Vocations 

Archdiocese of Toronto 
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Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

I really hope winter’s over! 

 

May was an exciting month for the Office of Vocations with 

the Archdiocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations on the 3rd, 

the Cardinal’s Breakfast and Ordination to the Priesthood on 

the 11th, and the Ordination Prayer Vigil the night before. 

Also in May we began the first programmatic steps of Totus 

Tuus, the catechetical summer camps we run with the Office 

of Catholic Youth throughout the archdiocese. In June, we’ll 

train our Totus Tuus missionaries to do this important work, 

starting with a week-long walking pilgrimage to Martyrs’ 

Shrine in Midland. A significant component of Totus Tuus 

missionary training is vocational discernment and exposure 

to different vocations through the inspiring examples who 

accompany us on our journey.  

 

This month we celebrate Father’s Day with our newsletter’s 

feature article which answers the question, “What do priests 

do?” Although biological paternity is not part of the priestly 

What do Priests Do? 
 

Fr. Brett Brannen has a lot to say on this topic. He was once asked if, after Mass on Sunday, he sits inside his house and 

reads the Bible all week. He laughed out loud. His words from To Save a Thousand Souls: a Guide to Discerning Dioce-

san Priesthood offer a great description of what it is priests actually do between Sundays. 

 

Priests do far more than celebrate Mass and pray all day. The life of a priest is busy, demanding, challenging—and in-

credibly rewarding. While the setting may vary widely, a priest’s activities fall into three gen-

eral categories: sanctifying, teaching, and shepherding. These categories correspond to Christ’s Continued on back... 
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three-fold role as Priest (sanctifier), Prophet (teacher), and 

King (shepherd).  

 

Priests Preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Priests never know beforehand what will impact their lay 

faithful in the pews, but they know after! One family was on 

their way to Protestantism when Fr. Brannen took 

his Bible to the pulpit and, with scripture, defend-

ed the True Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  

 

Priests Celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass 

It’s hard to overstate the importance of this activi-

ty inherent in every priestly vocation. Christ the 

Good Shepherd calls particular sheep to stand in 

His place and feed His sheep with His very 

Body and Blood. It is a humbling honor to do 

this.  

 

Priests Baptize, Witness Marriage, Anoint the 

Sick, Bury the Dead, and Pray with People 

From an infant’s first initiation to the spiritual 

life, a priest is present. Through the years, 

whether it’s accompanying a family in crisis at 

the hospital or visiting the homebound, priests 

pray with people in the most critical moments of 

their lives. 

 

Priests Instruct Others about Jesus Christ  

Because seminary formation is so thorough—

generally seven years in length—priests are in a 

special position to share the Church’s teachings 

with the lay faithful. The Catholic Faith expresses the very 

heart of Jesus’s teachings about every aspect of our lives, and 

there is no end to what can be explored as a means of bring-

ing Christ into the world through their understanding. 

  

Priests Counsel, Guide, and Absolve Sins 

One particularly meaningful aspect of the priestly vocation is 

accompanying people in their struggles. Although many im-

portant people provide support—family, friends, and counse-

lors, to name a few—a priest has the privilege 

of seeing God’s hand in people’s lives in a 

distinct way. A particularly powerful means of 

healing is the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

which opens a door to freedom for people.  

 

Priests Fight for the Souls of God’s People 

Very simply, the priestly vocation is about 

bringing Jesus to people and people to Jesus. 

Even when we don’t want to hear it, even 

when it’s unpopular and politically incorrect, 

priests remind us where we can find true, 

lasting happiness. If we’ve come too close to 

forces opposing God, a priest will guide us 

back to the sheepfold. 

 

Priests Evangelize  

From the time of the apostles, there is no cor-

ner of the world that is not considered mis-

sionary territory by priests. Within the pews 

every Sunday are souls who are hearing 

Christ’s saving message for the first time, and 

for some, the hundredth time anew. 

 

If you’d like to learn more about diocesan 

priesthood or any other vocation, visit our web-

site and contact us.  

 

The Office of Vocations is here to help.  

Totus Tuus Summer Program 
Coming to a parish near you! In teams of four, 20 missionar-

ies facilitate week-long summer camps for youth in grades 

1-6 during the day, and for those in grades 7-12 during the 

evening. Check totustuustoronto.ca for more information.  

 

Camp dates: 

July 7-12 | July 14-19 | July 21-26 

July 28-August 2 | August 11-16 

Made for Greatness:  

Becoming Holy Disciples of Christ  
Great life decisions grow out of relationship with Jesus. 

If you are beginning to make important decisions in 

life, asking yourself, “Where am I going?” Made for 

Greatness is for you. Check out our website, made-

forgreatness.ca, for a parish or high school location 

near you.  

https://www.totustuustoronto.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/
https://www.madeforgreatness.ca/

