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Having aspired to become a teacher throughout my years of studies, I was surprised to discover I had second 

thoughts when it finally came time for me to apply to Teachers College. In my fourth and final year in the 

Catholic Studies for Teachers undergraduate program at King’s University College at Western, I quickly 

grew anxious about my future, though I came to realize that I had pursued my own plans without truly con-

sidering God’s plans. In the midst of this crisis of sorts, I was moved to be open to God’s will for my life. 

Shortly thereafter, I was at Mass one Sunday when, even though I was somewhat isolated in the pew, the 

word ‘seminary’ came to me almost like a whisper, and I was immediately overcome by a deep inner peace. I 

knew in that moment that God was calling me to discern the holy priesthood, and He has since led me 

to St. Augustine’s Seminary where I will be entering my second year of formation. To God, who knows 

our hearts, and desires only what is best for us, be the glory! 
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Altar Servers  

Retreat 
 

Called by Name 

Seminarian Vocation Story 
By Ryan Nigli 

Come & See Weekend 
 

St. Augustine’s Seminary  

November 2-4, 2018 
 

For men in Grade 12* and older 

who are considering a possible 

call to the Diocesan Priesthood. 

Weekend live-in experience in-

cludes visits with seminarians, indi-

vidual prayer, shared meals, the 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and 

Holy Eucharist, plus recreation with 

fellow men discerning. Register 

online at www.vocationstoronto.ca/

comeandsee or contact us for more 

information.   
 

*Men aged 17 require parental consent. 

Quo Vadis Discernment Groups 
Starting in parishes throughout the archdio-

cese in October, Quo Vadis is a discern-

ment program for men who are beginning 

to make important decisions in life, and ask-

ing themselves, “Where am I going?” 
 

 Oshawa 

 Barrie 

 Pickering 

 Scarborough 

 Brampton 

 Richmond Hill 

 Mississauga  

 Markham  

 Toronto 
 

Contact our office to find a group near you.  

Upcoming Vocation Events & Programs 

Our website is full of resources.  

www.VocationsToronto.ca 

 

Follow us on social media. 

 

 

 

Enjoy Fr. Chris Lemieux’s blog. 

http://FatherLemieux.com  

 

 

From the Director’s Desk 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Welcome to our second issue of Vocations Toronto Today, a vocations newsletter for the 

Archdiocese of Toronto. Our office is here to help people as they continue to explore and 

understand the Lord’s plan. 
 

In this issue, I’ve shared some of my own vocation story 

as well as the “emerging” vocation story of our Summer 

Seminarian Assistant, Ryan Nigli, a 23-year-old semi-

narian from St. Ambrose Parish in Etobicoke. We’ve also 

shared a reflection on Totus Tuus, a summer missionary 

experience within the Archdiocese of Toronto that the 

Office of Vocations shares in running with the Office of 

Catholic Youth. We hire young women and men in col-

lege and university, train them, and send them out to 

parishes. Many of these young people become serious 

about their vocation discernment after a summer of 

Totus Tuus missionary leadership.  
 

There are other exciting stories and upcoming events featured in each issue, and we 

hope you enjoy this newsletter. Let us know if you do. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Fr. Chris Lemieux 

Toronto’s Newest Priests 
 

On May 12, 2018, two transitional deacons were ordained into 

the Holy Priesthood for the Archdiocese of Toronto: Fr. Alexan-

der MacDonald (pictured, far left) and Fr. 

Raymond So (right). Fr. MacDonald is from 

Nova Scotia and is now serving at St. 

Michael’s Cathedral Basilica. Fr. So is origi-

nally from Hong Kong and is now serving at 

St. Bernadette’s parish in Ajax. 
 

A priest’s ordination is the crowning moment 

of his vocation. Becoming a priest is a long 

process of formation that begins with the care-

ful discernment of God’s will. The journey of 

entering seminary formation, to prepare for 

ordination to the priesthood, is a also full pro-

cess whereby the applicant works with the 

Office of Vocations to present himself to the 

Church for possible entrance to the seminary.   
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As I make my way from place to place as Vocation Di-

rector, I am asked to share my vocation story. At times 

I think to myself, “What’s so special about my life, that 

I ought to share this?” At other times of introspection, 

I feel profoundly loved by God—that in the midst of 

my otherwise unremarkable life, He would call me to 

the Holy Priesthood. Here’s my story: 
 

My family raised me to have good values and respect 

for others, but my parents weren’t people 

of religious faith. My mother taught me 

and my sister to read from the Bible; we 

went a few times to the local church, but 

she hadn’t much religious practice in her 

family either. Bible stories were interest-

ing to me as a little boy and I had, for a 

while, God as my imaginary friend; a 

friend I could talk to but whom I had no 

real sense heard or responded to me. This 

is where it all began, and for quite some 

time, where it ended too.   
 

Despite a decent upbringing, my teenage years and 

young adulthood were marked by selfishness. I was 

headed in the absolutely wrong direction in life if I 

was to find passion, purpose, meaning, and most of all, 

love. I had “things” and got by with my gifts; but I had 

no idea Who had given me those gifts until much later. 

At a particularly low point during this time, a great 

friend opened the door to Jesus for me. It was this 

friend’s sense of purpose and satisfaction in life, her 

infectious joy, and strength in hard times that I want-

ed for myself.  

 

Thus began my journey through Christianity. In the 

year 2000, I attended Holy Mass for the first time and 

I knew I was home. I became a Catholic on April 19, 

2003—the greatest day of my life to that point. Yet, 

God’s invitation to me did not end there. During the 

final RCIA retreat before I was baptized, my pastor 

Fr. Vid Vlasic planted a seed that would forever 

change my life: “maybe you should think about becom-

ing a priest.”  
 

This struck me as an outlandish suggestion. What 

about the wife and family I wanted to have? I can’t do 

what priests do—celebrate Mass and preach in front of 

crowds! These were some of my many objections at the 

time, and it took a very important person 

God placed in my life to overcome them.  
 

Fr. Paschal Breau was a Franciscan Friar 

of the Atonement. Like me, he had been 

terribly shy as a young man, wasn’t drawn 

to academic study, and never imagined he’d 

be a priest. His life helped me see that I 

presumed a lot of gifts that priests may or 

may not have. Fr. Paschal had a deep love 

of God and people and a desire to serve 

them. This was the greatest witness he 

gave to me as a priest, and so much more as       

      a friend. 
 

I was a city bus driver for almost ten years when God 

called. Though I experienced many anxieties, the lives 

of the saints and especially the Holy Canadian Mar-

tyrs helped me muster the courage to trust the Lord 

and follow Him. I entered Serra House (a house of dis-

cernment) in 2005, seminary the next year, and was 

ordained a priest on May 12, 2012—the greatest day of 

my life!   
 

I love being a priest! To wake up every day serving the 

Lord, serving His people and bringing God’s love to 

others brings with it a joy beyond any hardship, chal-

lenge, or struggle I have wrestled with along the way. 

The love I once thought I’d miss by not having a 

family is overwhelmingly replaced by the love 

given by God and the people I serve.  

The Sisters of Life Celebrate New Vocations 
 

On the feast of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel, the Sisters of 

Life had the joy of welcom-

ing six new novices! Among 

them is Toronto’s very own 

Marlena Loughheed (top 

center in the picture), a for-

mer employee of the Archdi-

ocese. May Jesus, the Lord 

of Life, continue to bless 

these sisters as they contin-

ue to say “Yes!” to Him.  

 
The  Sisters of Life are ded-

icated to pray and work for 

the protection of human 

life.  Founded in 1991, they 

have been in the Archdio-

cese of Toronto since 2007 

offering assistance to vul-

nerable pregnant women in 

need, hope and healing af-

ter abortion, retreats and 

evangelization.  

Pictured from left to right: (top row) Sr. Léonie Thérèse, Sr. Beata Victoria, Sr. Chiara Madonna 

(bottom row) Sr. Anima Christi Rose, Sr. Maria Augustine, Sr. Claire Joy 

Totus Tuus* is a summer youth program in which 

teams of university-aged missionaries travel to differ-

ent parishes to run week-long catechetical camps for 

young people entering grades one through twelve. 

The missionaries not only teach the Catholic faith 

through engaging catechesis, games, songs and skits, 

but by their very lives, they bear witness to the Gos-

pel. The participants and volunteers see these young 

adults who are on fire with love for Jesus and joyfully 

serving the Church, and this sows in their hearts a 

desire for a dynamic faith.  

 

Since Totus Tuus came to the Archdiocese of Toronto 

in 2011, we have witnessed firsthand the fruits of it 

in the parishes and in the lives of the missionaries. 

Some participants and volunteers grow up and be-

come missionaries for the program and continue to 

serve in other ministries. Moreover, with a focus on 

Marian devotion, the missionaries learn from Mary’s 

fiat to give their lives to God unreservedly. As a re-

sult, this program has been instrumental to many 

discerning their vocation to priesthood, religious life, 

and marriage. It was within the program that some 

discovered their vocation. For others, this program 

nourished the call they had already begun to discern. 

In the lives of the missionaries, Totus Tuus reaffirms 

the truth that the sacrifice of our lives in service to 

the Lord can only lead to greater joy. 

 

Want to have Totus 

Tuus in your parish? 

Contact our office to 

request a team for 

2019! 
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As a former 

Totus Tuus 

missionary, 

I am grate-

ful to have 

e x p e r i -

enced the 

t r a n s f o r -

m a t i o n a l 

effects of 

the pro-

gram in my life. During training I received solid cat-

echesis and was immersed in prayer and the Sacra-

ments. The more I learned and experienced the faith, 

the deeper I fell in love with God. As my love deep-

ened, I knew I wanted to live my life for Him alone. 

This discovery was a decisive turning point in my life 

because it set me on the path to strive for holiness and 

be a witness to the Gospel so that others may encoun-

ter Christ. When I was on mission, I felt an indescrib-

able joy and peace because I knew I was doing what I 

was called to do in that moment. Every day since this 

experience, I give myself again totally to Jesus 

through Mary in order to more fully say “yes” to his 

call. 

 

 

 

*Totus Tuus is Latin for “Totally Yours,” signifying  

a choice to give God every part of one’s life.  

Totus Tuus 2018 
By Lisa Caballero, Office of Catholic Youth 

 


