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HIGH SCHOOL EDITION 

Celebrating New Vocations 

Meet Toronto’s Newest Priests! 

On May 11, 2019, the Archdiocese of Toronto or-
dained four new priests (pictured left to right, with Cardi-
nal Collins in the bishop’s hat, centre): Fr. Mauricio Gilo 
Sanjines Calatayud, Fr. Eduardo de Oliveira Paixão, 
Fr. João Gilberto Veras Ferreira, and Fr. Renan 
Roberto Costa.  
 
Each of these men hails originally from South 
America; Fr. Mauricio is from Bolivia and the other 

three are from Brazil. They were all shaped by the 
Neocatechumenal Way, a lay movement devoted to 
Christian formation, with music as a centerpiece. If 
you play guitar, the songs are easy to recreate using 
their songbook online.  
 
We thank these men for the gift of their vocation to 
all of us in the Body of Christ, and we will continue 
to pray for them throughout their priesthood.   

First Professions for the Sisters of Life  

Eleven young women joined 
the Sisters of Life this summer! 
One of them, Emma Brown, is 
from the Archdiocese of To-
ronto (pictured left, making her first 
professions). Emma served for 
two summers as a Totus Tuus 
missionary, something she did 
so well her first year that the 
Program Coordinator asked her 
to serve as a team leader the 
following year. Totus Tuus is a 
youth program designed to 
develop saints, both in the 
young adult missionaries deliv-
ering the camps and in the 
youth receiving them. More 
information on the program is 
on the back side of this news-
letter.   

Totus Tuus provided Emma 
the opportunity to fully give of 
herself to God in two ways: by 
serving the youth campers, and 
by serving her team as a servant 
leader—all of which helped her 
discern God’s call to join the 
Sisters of Life.  
 
Along with her fellow sisters, 
Emma took on her religious 
name; she is now called Sister 
Charity, and will be living out 
her vocation devoted to the 
protection of life at the Respect 
Life Office for the Archdiocese 
of New York. She will be living 
in downtown Manhattan in the 
Sacred Heart convent. Congrat-
ulations Sr. Charity!  



A few things to remember:  

 You are loved infinitely 

by God.  

 God made you for a 

special purpose.  

 The happiest you’ll ever 

be is when you’re living 

God’s plan for your life. 

 It is possible to know 

God’s plan for your life. 

What is a vocation? 
It’s a permanent state of life—like marriage, 
priesthood, committed single life in Christ, 
and consecrated religious life.  
 
The Office of Vocations helps people discov-
er God’s calling for their lives. We offer dis-
cernment programs for young people, allow-
ing them to connect with others seeking to live 
fully in Christ.  
 
If you wonder where God might be calling 
you, contact us. We’re here to help.  

Totus Tuus = Tota l ly Yours  

611 Manning Avenue 
Toronto, ON M6G 2W1 
416.968.0997 
vocations@archtoronto.org 
 
www.vocationstoronto.ca 

vocationsToronto 
vocationsTO 

Totus Tuus means “totally yours.” Totally whose? God’s, 
through Mary. This was St. Pope John Paul II’s papal motto 
and it inspired a summer youth program across North 
America. Co-ed teams of young adult missionaries share the 
Gospel with youth in grades 1-6 during the day and those in 
grades 7-12 in the evening. Through witness talks, icebreaker 
activities, adoration and lessons, participants catch the 
missionaries’ fire.  
 
Totus Tuus is a joint program between the Office of 
Vocations and the Office of Catholic Youth. Check out our 
website, https://www.totustuustoronto.ca/ to discover 
how you can volunteer in your parish, attend the evening 
program, or apply to be a missionary after high school.  

Some participants and volunteers go on to become 
missionaries for the program and continue to serve in other 
ministries. With an emphasis on Marian devotion, the 
missionaries learn from Mary’s “yes” to give their lives to 
God unreservedly. As a result, Totus Tuus has been 
instrumental to many discerning their vocation to 
priesthood, religious life, and marriage. It was within the 
program that some nourished the call they had already begun 
to discern. In the lives of the missionaries, the program 
reaffirms the truth that the sacrifice of our lives in service to 
the Lord can only lead to greater joy. “It’ll be the best 
summer of your life,” missionaries say. 

 
A version of this article appeared in the Fall 2018 General Vocations Newsletter. 

UPCOMING VOCATIONS PROGRAMS & EVENTS  

Made for Greatness | An Even ing at the Seminary | Young Disc ip les Retreat | Come & See  

Vis i t  www.vocat ionstoronto.ca  for dates and locat ions.   

I t ’ s  not  
al l  fun 

and 
games,  

but  even 
the 

l essons 
are a 
good 
t ime.    
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